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§ 68. Enforcement of customs and immigration 
laws in Guam and the Virgin Islands and 
along Canadian and Mexican borders; co-
operation by Secretary of the Treasury and 
Attorney General; erection of buildings 

To aid in the enforcement of the customs and 
immigration laws along the Canadian and Mexi-
can borders and to provide better facilities for 
such enforcement at points along such borders 
at which no Federal or other buildings adapted 
or suitably located for the purpose are available, 
and for similar purposes in the Virgin Islands of 
the United States, the Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Attorney General are hereby authorized 
to expend, and for similar purposes in Guam the 
Attorney General is hereby authorized to ex-
pend, from the funds appropriated for the gen-
eral maintenance and operation of the Customs 
and the Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ices, respectively, the necessary amounts for the 
acquisition of land and the erection of buildings, 
sheds, and office quarters, including living quar-
ters for officers where none are otherwise avail-
able: Provided, That the total amount which 
may be so expended for any one project, includ-
ing the site, shall not exceed $200,000 and that 
where the project is for the joint use of the Cus-
toms Service and the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service, the combined cost of the 
project, including the site, shall be charged to 
the two appropriations concerned. 

(June 26, 1930, ch. 617, § 1, 46 Stat. 817; Oct. 10, 
1940, ch. 837, 54 Stat. 1091; Sept. 26, 1951, ch. 414, 
65 Stat. 336; May 18, 1956, ch. 282, 70 Stat. 159; 
Pub. L. 86–466, May 13, 1960, 74 Stat. 130; Pub. L. 
87–465, May 31, 1962, 76 Stat. 87; Pub. L. 89–87, 
July 24, 1965, 79 Stat. 264; Pub. L. 93–396, Aug. 29, 
1974, 88 Stat. 794.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1974—Pub. L. 93–396 substituted ‘‘$200,000’’ for 
‘‘$100,000’’. 

1965—Pub. L. 89–87 extended to Guam and the Virgin 
Islands the authority of the Attorney General and the 
Secretary of the Treasury to construct facilities for the 
enforcement of the customs and immigration laws. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–465 substituted ‘‘$100,000’’ for 
‘‘$40,000’’ and ‘‘$80,000’’. 

1960—Pub. L. 86–466 substituted ‘‘$40,000’’ and 
‘‘$80,000’’ for ‘‘$30,000’’ and ‘‘$60,000’’, respectively. 

1956—Act May 18, 1956, substituted ‘‘$30,000’’ and 
‘‘$60,000’’ for ‘‘$15,000’’ and ‘‘$30,000’’, respectively. 

1951—Act Sept. 26, 1951, substituted ‘‘$15,000’’ and 
‘‘$30,000’’ for ‘‘$5,000’’ and ‘‘$10,000’’, respectively. 

1940—Act Oct. 10, 1940, substituted ‘‘$5000’’ and 
‘‘$10,000’’ for ‘‘$3000’’ and ‘‘$6000’’, respectively. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all other officers of Department of the 
Treasury and functions of all agencies and employees of 
such Department transferred, with certain exceptions, 
to Secretary of the Treasury, with power vested in him 
to authorize their performance or performance of any 
of his functions, by any of such officers, agencies, and 
employees, by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, eff. July 
31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. Customs Service is under Department of the Treas-
ury. 

Immigration and Naturalization Service of Depart-
ment of Labor (including Office of Commissioner of Im-
migration and Naturalization) and its functions were 
transferred to Department of Justice, to be adminis-

tered under direction and supervision of Attorney Gen-
eral; and functions and powers of Secretary of Labor re-
lating to administration of the Service and its func-
tions or to administration of immigration and natu-
ralization laws were transferred to Attorney General, 
by Reorg. Plan No. V of 1940, eff. June 15, 1940, 5 F.R. 
2223, 54 Stat. 1238, set out in the Appendix to Title 5. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 40 section 613. 

§ 69. Erection of protective gates and fences 
across and around roads crossing borders 

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to 
expend, from the funds appropriated for the gen-
eral maintenance and operation of the Customs 
Service, such amounts as may be necessary for 
the erection of protective gates across inter-
national highways and roads crossing the Cana-
dian and Mexican borders and for the erection of 
such fences in the immediate vicinity of such 
highways and roads as may be necessary to pre-
vent unlawful entry or smuggling. 

(June 26, 1930, ch. 617, § 2, as added Oct. 10, 1940, 
ch. 837, 54 Stat. 1092.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all other officers of Department of the 
Treasury and functions of all agencies and employees of 
such Department transferred, with certain exceptions, 
to Secretary of the Treasury, with power vested in him 
to authorize their performance or performance of any 
of his functions, by any of such officers, agencies, and 
employees, by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, eff. July 
31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. Customs Service is under Department of the Treas-
ury. 

Functions vested by law in Attorney General, Depart-
ment of Justice, or any other officer or any agency of 
that Department, with respect to inspection at regular 
inspection locations at ports of entry of persons, and 
documents of persons, entering or leaving United 
States, were to have been transferred to Secretary of 
the Treasury by 1973 Reorg. Plan No. 2, § 2, eff. July 1, 
1973, 38 F.R. 15932, 87 Stat. 1091, set out in the Appendix 
to Title 5. The transfer was negated by section 1(a)(1), 
(b) of Pub. L. 93–253, Mar. 16, 1974, 88 Stat. 50, which re-
pealed section 2 of 1973 Reorg. Plan No. 2, eff. July 1, 
1973. 

§ 70. Obstruction of revenue officers by masters 
of vessels 

If the master of any vessel shall obstruct or 
hinder, or shall intentionally cause any obstruc-
tion or hindrance to any officer in lawfully 
going on board such vessel, for the purpose of 
carrying into effect any of the revenue or navi-
gation laws of the United States, he shall for 
every such offense be liable to a penalty of not 
more than $2,000 nor less than $500. 

(R.S. § 3068; Aug. 5, 1935, ch. 438, title III, § 307, 49 
Stat. 528.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The navigation laws, referred to in text, are classified 
generally to Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters. 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 3068 derived from act Mar. 2, 1799, ch. 22, § 71, 1 
Stat. 678. 

AMENDMENTS 

1935—Act Aug. 5, 1935, inserted reference to naviga-
tion laws, and increased penalty from $500 and $50 to 
$2,000 and $500, respectively. 


